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at St. Petersburg, and enjoyed his unbounded confidence,
used, if he had to keep me waiting, to give me unopened
dispatches from Berlin to read before he had looked
through them himself. I was at times astonished to
learn from them with what malevolence my former friend
Budberg subordinated the task of maintaining the exist-
ing relations to his personal sensitiveness over some oc-
currence in society, or merely to the desire of introducing
a witty sarcasm on the affairs of the Berlin Court or min-
istry. His dispatches were naturally laid before the Em-
peror, and this was done without comment or explana-
tion. The imperial marginal notes, which Gortchakoff, in
the course of further business correspondence, at times
permitted me to glance at, gave me undoubted proof how
susceptible the Emperor Alexander, well disposed towards
us though he might be, was to the ill-natured dispatches
of Budberg and Oubril, and inferred from them not false
statements on the part of his representatives, but a preva-
lent lack of intelligent and friendly policy at Berlin.
When Prince Gortchakoff gave me things of this kind to
read with their seals unbroken, in order to coquet with his
confidence, he used to say: ' Vous oublierez ce que vous
ne deviez pas lire/ which I, after I had looked through
the dispatches in the next room, naturally agreed to do,
and as long as I was at St. Petersburg, kept my promise;
for it was not my business to render the relations of the
two Courts worse by complaints of the Russian represen-
tative at Berlin, and I feared that my information would
be clumsily turned to account in fostering intrigues and
quarrels at Court.

It is especially to be wished that we should be repre-
sented at every friendly Court by diplomatists who, with-
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